
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Message From The Vice Pastor 
3 Misconceptions About A Pastoral Vacancy 

A church in a pastoral transition can be an exciting 
community with a sense of anticipation about how God will 
work to bring about a fruitful and blessed future, or it can be a 
place of foreboding where people worry about what has been 
lost.   Some churches may find themselves stuck in the middle 
neither going forward or back.  To keep your congregation 
healthy, it is best to lay some myths about churches in pastoral 
transition aside.  Here are three common ones I have seen over 
the years. 

 
1. We need to wait for our new pastor to do ministry. 
The apostle Peter tells us.   But you are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may 
proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness 
into his marvelous light. (1 Peter 2:9 NRSV) Each person in your 
congregation is called to his or her own discipleship path, each is 
given unique gifts by the Holy Spirit to use to help others and 
give glory to God.   That does not change in a transition of 
leadership.   Indeed, this can be a time when you can discover 
gifts you never knew you had.  We can see this during our 
worship each Sunday.  The word liturgy means service of the 
people, not just the pastor.   Think if you had a hymn and only 
the pastor sung it.   It would not be as beautiful as if the whole 
church sang it together.   Education, Community Service, 
Evangelism and Stewardship work the same way.  The work of 
the church belongs to all.  The church that keeps up momentum 
becomes a more attractive church to potential candidates to be 
your pastor. 
 
2. We can't do anything new until we get our new pastor. 
This is patently false.   A congregation with its ear to the ground 
can start new initiatives at any time.   For example, if you have 
previously relied on your pastor to follow up with visitors, the 
pastoral vacancy is an opportunity to become a more welcoming 
and hospitable church by having lay volunteers set up a process 
to welcome newcomers to your community.  In addition, if your 



church does not have a prayer group, a pastoral vacancy is great 
time to start one.   A gathering of 5-6 people to pray for God to 
open the door for the right leader is a great step for any 
congregation in transition.  Committing to prayer will help the 
congregation ask the right questions and be willing to look at 
new possibilities that God may provide for the best possible 
future. 
 
3. No one will join until we get a new pastor.  
People join churches for many reasons, not just the pastor.    
People usually stay in churches because of the connections they 
make within the congregation.  People that do not have two or 
three strong connections in the church usually drift away over 
time.   A church in transition can attract new people to their 
community if they are hospitable and welcoming.   If there is 
someone you don't recognize, just ask for his or her name and 
strike up a conversation.   Your church may have the best 
location, size, worship style, Sunday school, youth group, or 
Bible study for a potential member.  So this is a great time to 
invite a friend to church, they will meet the wonderful people of 
your congregation.  A church that prepares to grow will more 
likely grow than a church that just sits back and does the same 
old thing. 
 
A congregation needs to prepare for its new pastor. 

While it is critical for congregations to look at their finances, the 
state of their parsonage, and paint the pastor's office to get ready 
for a new pastor, the most important way to prepare for a pastor 
is to tend to ministry.  The more things that the congregation 
can learn to handle during the vacancy will help free up space 
and time for the new pastor to use his or her gifts for the benefit 
of the church when he or she arrives.  There is one final myth I 
would like to bust, which is: a new pastor will grow our 
church. Churches grow when pastor and people work together to 
prepare an environment where growth can happen. There is no 
reason for the people of a congregation in transition to wait to 
do their part.  The funny thing is s church preparing for the 
future is more likely to see blessings of the present.   A pastoral 



transition can be a time of fun and excitement as the people pull 
together for the sake of the Gospel. 
 
Be Blessed, 
Pastor J. David Knecht 

 

Message From The Council President 
The church council met with our Vice Pastor, David 

Knecht, who is the lead Pastor from Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
in Springfield, NJ.  He led the devotions for the meeting and had 
all who wanted speak about their relationship with God and our 
church.  There were many thought provoking things said.  What 
a great experience we had.  Pastor Knecht also shared what his 
responsibilities are and we are blessed to have him be our guide 
through this next phase of our journey in finding a new Pastor 
during the Call period. 

We need to continue to be willing to be an active 
congregation in our missions and giving and attendance on 
Sundays during the summer.  We have enjoyed the messages of 
the visiting Pastors, their sermons have been uplifting and 
heartfelt.   

We also need to be actively giving to the Parsonage Fund 
as part of the capital campaign to be ready for our next Pastor 
and their family, God willing. 

Have a relaxing summer while you are at home or away.  
Saint Mark is waiting for you every Sunday, the giving garden 
needs our care.  Pray for our future together as a visible and 
vibrant church in Morristown and beyond. 

Check your emails while you are away for updates from 
Saint Mark. 

I love you, 
Bob Burkhardt 
 

 
 
 
 



Stewardship 
We will continue to collect Summer/Fall clothing for 

Howard’s Mission, so gather your clothing and personal items, 
bring them to the bin in Fellowship Hall, and we will deliver 
them to the Howard’s Mission drop-off! 

Jesus has told us to give to the poor…The Giving Garden 
mission was begun approximately 9 years ago. It is a wonderful 
and satisfying mission to feed the hungry through the InterFaith 
Food Pantry, with fresh produce, but we need workers to 
volunteer from St. Mark. 

Members of St. Andrews, Gloria Dei, and Good Shepherd 
have offered and joined to help us, work with us.   

There are weeds to control, pathways to weed and mulch 
with wood chips…etc… 

3 people from “The 4 Church Group” came to help in the 
garden on a Saturday. We enjoyed breakfast together!! We 
accomplished much as you can see in the attached photo.           
Take ½ hour and see what you can do to help!  
     Peggy Burke, wife of Pastor David Burke, who was our 
Supply Pastor on Sunday, June 17, was one of the gardeners.  She 
had submitted Saint Mark and our Giving Garden to Thrivent in 
May for the special grant program entitled NJTAKEACTION18.  
If you are or become a Thrivent member, for $20, you can apply 
for the opportunity to receive money for a project at our church. 
She presented me with a $250 gift card to use in the garden! We 
have received money for our Giving Garden through her, in the 
past. (We also were given 25 beautiful tee shirts!) 

We thank her!  We hope to apply for other projects at 
Saint Mark through this remarkable opportunity. 

LOOK for future announcements of Stewardship events 
which will involve The Giving Garden, Beautification of our 
Saint Mark land and church, Tee shirt contest, and Delicious 
Food! 
         Bob and I attended the 2018 Synod Assembly on Friday 
and Saturday, May 11&12, in New Brunswick, NJ, representing 
Saint Mark. It was 2 days of being part of the business of our 
ELCA, NJ Synod, participating in Worship, listening to many 
speakers, voting to determine the wording of Resolutions that 



will be presented to leaders in our government, concerning the 
expressed views of the ELCA, NJ Synod on gun control, and 
undocumented immigrants.  

We loved meeting Lutherans from other churches, 

worshiping with and singing beautiful hymns with almost 400 

people. 

Take a look at the bulletin Board for some information 

about ‘where our offerings go’ from the Synod. 

Very soon you will be hearing about “The Bishop’s 
Challenge”… ‘Changing the World, One Cow at a Time!” …We 
have accepted! “The Bishop‘s Challenge is meant to move all NJ 
Synod congregations to grow in awareness, generosity, service, 
and advocacy in response to hunger.” 

Serving God and you, 

Donna L. Mertz-Burkhardt, Stewardship chair 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Saint Mark Graduations 
College Graduations 

It is with great joy and thanks to God that we announce 
the graduations of three of our young people. We have seen 
them grow through the years of Sunday school and now on to 
adulthood. Congratulations to them and their families on this 
momentous occasion. 

Dana Klein graduated 
from Yale University on May 21 
with a BA in American Studies. 
She was a four-year varsity 
runner and captain of the 
women’s track and field team. 
For three years Dana served as a 
communications and consent 
educator, mentoring incoming 
freshmen regarding pressures in 
social settings related to drugs, 
alcohol, and male interaction. 
This fall Dana will begin a 16-

month master’s program at the University of San Francisco as a 
museum studies major. In August she will move to California 
with her best friend from her high school track team. She will 
also begin training for the University’s track and field team.  

Julie Peterson received a 
BS in accounting from North 
Carolina State in Raleigh on May 
12. To sit for the CPA exam it is 
now required that one have 150 
credit hours. With that in mind, 
Julie is enrolled in Ohio State 
University this fall, pursuing a 
master’s degree in accounting. 
She has been offered a teaching 
assistant position there. In the 
spring she interned at 
PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC), 
one of the Big Four accounting 



firms. Julie has a job offer with PwC for September 2019 in their 
NYC office. On her graduation day parents, grandparents, and 
other relatives came to the ceremony from New Jersey, Chicago, 
and Iowa. A family vacation to Croatia in June is planned.  

Richard Stock graduated magna cum laude from 
Champlain College in Burlington, Vermont, with a BA in Fine 
Arts with a major in graphic 
design. He is continuing his 
education at Champlain 
toward a master’s degree in 
emergent media, expecting to 
finish this program in 
December 2018. While an 
undergraduate Richard was a 
member of the Quiddich Club 
and the Christian Fellowship. 
He belongs to the Vermont 
chapter of the American 
Institute of Graphic Arts 
(AIGA). Richard spent his junior year in London.  

As a congregation we are exceedingly proud of Richard, 
Julie, and Dana. We rejoice with their families at this milestone 
in their lives. May the Lord continue to bless them as they 
pursue their chosen careers. 

 

High School Graduations 
Lucas Mohs graduated from Morristown High School 

this month. While at Morristown he was captain of the Rocket 
Club which garnered national awards. Lucas also participated in 
the radio station productions. He was in the STEM program, 
pursuing his love of science. In the fall Lucas will be attending 
the University of Illinois in their engineering school. 

Emmi Long will be pursuing a degree in nursing at 
Quinnipiac University in Connecticut this fall. She is also a 
proud graduate of Morristown High School.  
 

 
 



Middle School Graduation 
Kristin Smith will be attending Morristown High School 

in its STEM program after graduating from Frelinghuysen 
Middle School in the Morris School District. While at 
Frelinghuysen Kristin was a member of the soccer team and 
hopes to continue in this sport at the high school. 

Jonny Smith graduated from Valley View Middle School 
in Denville where he received the A. R. Spinola Humanitarian 
Award. He will be attending Morris Knolls High School in 
September.  Our multi-talented Jonny plays baseball, basketball,  
gymnastics, diving, soccer and swimming. He dabbles in music 
as well, becoming proficient on the guitar, bass, keyboard and 
drums.  

Congratulations to all of our graduates! May God bless 
you in the future as he has in the past.  
 

Staying Focused 
From Christ In Our Home 

“We often hear about the dangers of distracted driving. 
Drivers whose attention is not focused on the road are far more 
likely to be in accidents. Glancing away for even a few seconds 
can lead to a collision and devastating consequences. 

Many things vie for our attention. Daily, our minds are 
distracted by trivial matters and concerns. In our spiritual lives, 
does distracted living lead to divided hearts? More than ever we 
need to be still and recognize God’s presence. But how do we do 
that? God said, “I will give them one heart, and put a new spirit 
within them” (Ezekiel 11:19). The Spirit puts God’s Word into our 
minds and hearts. As we practice living in God’s presence, we 
become more attuned to the Holy Spirit’s leading during our 
worship, Bible reading, prayer, work, play, and rest. 

Jesus promised, “Ask, and it will be given you” (Matthew 
7:7). Because we are created to be in continual fellowship with 
the Lord, God honors our prayers for undivided hearts and sends 
the Spirit to us. What a joy to be one with Christ!” 

As the summer progresses take time to be in the presence 
of our Lord on a daily basis. 
  



School Supplies Collection 
As has been our custom at Saint Mark, we will again be 

collecting school supplies to be distributed through the 
Interfaith Food Pantry. Please bring your purchases of pens, 
notebooks, backpacks, crayons, rulers, etc. into church on 
Sundays in July and August and place them on the table that will 
be set up in the fellowship hall. The school supplies sales begin 
shortly (hard to believe!) so it is not too early to begin our 
collection. Thank you! 
 

Youth Gathering Information 
Ten members of Saint Mark will be attending the ELCA 

Youth Gathering in Houston from June 27 to July 1. Amy 
Manobianca, Steve Eck, Gabor Nagy, and Sue Smith will 
accompany Domenic Manobianca, Lucas Chu, Jonny Smith, 
Katelyn Nagy, Lorelei Eck, and Andrew Espinosa on this life-
changing trip. Past experience has shown that this marvelous 
event inspires our youth and their chaperones and gives them an 
important understanding of our church and faith. 

May God bless their journey and be with them every step 
of the way. 
 

Receiving Your Messenger Via Email 
In order to be better stewards of the earth’s resources, we 

are going to try to save paper, ink, and postage by sending our 
monthly newsletter to our members and friends via email on the 
computer. We will be beginning this starting with our 
July/August 2018 issue. 

If you do not have access to email, do not worry! You will 
be getting the Messenger as you always have: by US Postal 
Service.  

If you have any questions regarding this new way of doing 
things, please contact Judy Geller who will be glad to answer 
your inquiries. Thank you for your understanding in this matter. 
 

 
 



Sunday School Sign-Up 
A sign-up sheet is in fellowship hall for those adults who 

would like to teach Sunday school during the summer months. 
Your cooperation is appreciated very much. 

 
Living Lutheran Subscriptions 

It is time for our church to renew our members’ 
subscriptions to our national Lutheran magazine. If you find that 
you don’t have the time to fully take advantage of receiving this 
publication, please notify Judy Geller who is handling the 
subscription renewals so that your name can be removed from 
the list and we will then not incur that cost. There will always be 
a copy or two at church for you to peruse if you choose to cancel 
your subscription. Thank you for your consideration in this 
matter. 

 

Saint Mark Book Marks 
Another season comes to an end. Our group celebrated 

with dinner at Judy Geller’s house on June 4. After the meal we 
had dessert and discussed the book for this month: A Piece of 
the World by Christina Baker Kline. We learned a great deal 
about the painter, Andrew Wyeth, and the woman in his 
renowned painting entitled Christina’s World. Family dynamics, 
missed opportunities, loss, and resiliency were woven together 
to make a meaningful and readable story. 

Our selection for September is If The Creek Don’t Rise by 
Leah Weiss. Date to be announced. 

A list of summer reading suggestions will be forthcoming 
from Judy within a short time. Enjoy July and August! 

  

Calendar of Events 
Every Sunday at 9:30 am: Worship & Holy Communion 

 
 
 
 



Birthdays For July & August
Elaine Lawrason July 3  Tom Tatem  August 3 
John Glennon July 10  Marc Apgar  August 4 
Bonnie Auriemma July 11  Jonathan Glennon August 4 
David Petersen July 11  Jackson Kolbusch August 4 
Sandra Trost  July 17  Emmy Jebsen  August 7 
Mary Jane Hastings July 23  Amy Tatem  August 12 
Judy Almquist July 26  Karyn Smith  August 12 
Debra Ploth  July 26  Donna Burkhardt August 13 
Ruth Apgar  July 26  Christine Glitz August 20 
Michael Espinosa July 28  Jonny Smith  August 20 
William Lemon July 30  Paul Peterson  August 30 
Kathy Tureson July 30    
Finley Tatem  July 30    
Evelyn Shaker July 31 
Jay Jebsen  July 31 
Sean Kolbusch July 31 
 

Wedding Anniversaries For July & August
Gabor and Monica Nagy  July 14   
Jay and Vanessa Jebsen  July 24   
Henry and Dagmar Stock  July 28   
Steel and Lindsay Burkhardt July 31 
Thomas and Sheri Anderson August 5 
Eric and Kathy Tureson  August 11 
Jeffrey and Janet Lefkowitz  August 25 
 

Baptism Anniversaries For July & August
Linda Petersen July 1  Jocelyn Wilson August 2 
Tom Wilson  July 22  Peter Dodenhoff August 5 
Aiden Espinosa July 31  Haleigh Tatem August 23 
 

 

 

 

 



July Volunteers 
Lector: Judy Geller    Acolyte: various 
Ushers: Lynn Giever & Judy Geller  Teller: Judy Geller 
Communion Assistant: Paul Dodenhoff 
Altar Guild: Lynn Giever 
 

August Volunteers 
Lectors: Donna & Bob Burkhardt  Acolyte: various 
Ushers: Sheri Anderson & Patty Chadwick  
Tellers: Tom Wilson & Judy Geller  
Communion Assistant: Dagmar Stock 
Altar Guild: Sheri Anderson 
 

Church Council 
President: Bob Burkhardt Vice President: Gabor Nagy 
Secretary: Ingrid Davidsen Social Ministry: Judy Geller 
Stewardship: Donna Mertz-Burkhardt   Property: Bob Klein 
Youth & Education: Amy Manobianca   Fellowship: Kirby Chu 
Treasurer: Charlene Peterson 
 

Church Staff 
Vice Pastor: Pastor J. David Knecht Secretary: Sandra Trost 
Minister of Music: Ralph Petersen  Volunteer Coordinator: Judy Geller   
SS Superintendent: Amy Manobianca 



 


